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Linden Elementary awarded grant from
RecycleBank’s Green Schools Program

inden Elementary School was
recently awarded a $5,000 grant
from the RecycleBank Green
Schools Program. The elementary school
received one of only 14 fall semester grants
in the country. The value of the RecycleBank
grant is $5,000, but the grant program is
structured so that the grant money is financed
by patrons donating their RecycleBank
points to support environmental education
n the school.
RecycleBank values
Green School point
donations at $10 for
100 points. Upon award
of the grant, schools must petition their
communities for point donations to
earn the funding. Linden announced its
Point Donation Drive on Nov. 6, and the
community responded enthusiastically and
generously by donating the 50,000 points
needed to fund the grant in just two short
weeks.
These grants are intended to encourage
environmental education in our schoo%s
and Linden’s ambitious proposal is to

construct an outdoor masonry amphitheater
to serve as a classroom for all ages. By
incorporating outdoor classroom time into
the school day and into extracurricular
activities, Linden hopes to foster a greater
knowledge of — and appreciation for — the
natural world.

With major input from the Linden
Elementary School educators, the project
design was developed by Rodney Smith, a

landscape architect with Barge
Waggoner Sumner and Canon,
Inc. The “Outdoor Classroom”
will be constructed of highly
durable materials as a permanent
amphitheater organically integrated into the
existing hillside at the front of the school.
Located in this visible area, the “Classroom”
would help to restore some environmental
grace to this section of the campus and would
be a public declaration of commitment
to environmental learning. It would also
become an integral part of existing outdoor
assets on the Linden campus by acting as an
anchor for the Greenways radiating from the
school into adjacent neighborhoods, while
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logically connecting the playground areas
to the physical fitness track and onto the
nature trail.

The “Classroom” will also provide an
informal, classroom-like configuration
for discussions of a particular outdoor
experience and can be used more effectively
to convey a specific environmental
curriculum. Examples of environmental
education activities planned for the “Outdoor
Classroom” include:

Lessons in environmental science and

biology.

Class activities involving the arts-
drawing and painting or conducting
creative listening or performing.

Class and community projects,
which may include construction and
installation of bird and butterfly houses;
construction of recycled material art
sculptures to decorate the immediate
grounds; and landscaping with native
plants and perennials.

Environmentally-related activities
conducted by Boy and Girl
Scouts, Indian Princess and guide
organizations, and PTAs.

Linden Elementary School is currently
seeking additional support for the
amphitheater project. Anyone interested
in partnering with Linden Elementary,
please send your contact information to
SupportLinden@comcast.net and a member
of the project team will contact you.

Residents interested in donating to other
worthy causes or non-profits, please log-
in to your RecycleBank account to view
available organizations. If anyone would
like to apply their non-profit organization,
they w1lp | need to make their inquiries to
donations@recyclebank.com.

(picture right) Preliminary drawing of the Linden
Amphitheater Site Plan. For a larger view of the site
plan, visit http://linden.ortn.edu.
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April 24, 2010 at A.K. Bissell Park, 11 - 3

SAVE THE'DATE

Earth Day 2010 is a free, family-friendly celebration with the mission to educate,
encourage and empower citizens to create a sustainable community. For more
information, contact Linda Johnston at johnstonbron@bellsouth.net

Oral history project continues progress

he Center for Oak Ridge Oral
History (COROH) is continuing
to interview key individuals about
their memories and stories of Oak Ridge.
Five interviews have already been
completed for 2009: former Senator Howard
H. Baker, Jr.;Bob Smallridge; Fritz (Harold)
McDuffie; Elizabeth Busteed; and Louise
Dean. Both interviews of Senator Howard
Baker, Jr. and Bob Smallridge are available
on video while the others are in audio format.
City employees Amy Fitzgerald, Kathy
McNeilly and Susie Stooksbury gave a
poster presentation about COROH at the
recent conference of the National Trust for
Historic Preservation held in Nashville,
Tennessee. The conference, which was
attended by hundreds of preservations
from around the country, provided a forum
to educate attendees about COROH and
its partners -- the U.S. Department of
Energy, the National Nuclear Security
Administration, and the Office of Science
and Technical Information.
In addition to the interviews and the

conference, the City recently hired Dr.
Anne Marie Hamilton-Brehm to provide
administrative support, to prepare the online
collection, and to build the collection through
correspondence with the public and oral
history participants. Anne Marie hails from
the Digital Library of Georgia (DLG), where
she was the Digital Conversion Manager in
charge of online content production. While
working for DLG, she earned her Master of
Library & Information Studies degree from
the University of Alabama. She later earned
her Ph.D. in Linguistics from the University
of Georgia. Anne Marie is excited to help
make the rich history of Oak Ridge available
to the public.

For more information or if you are
interested in providing on oral history
contact:

The Center for Oak Ridge Oral History

Oak Ridge Public Library

1401 Oak Ridge Turnpike

(865) 425-3455

Email: coroh@cortn.org
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Speed limit changes on
State Route 95

The speed limit on State Route (SR) 95
will be temporarily changed from 55 mph
to 45 mph from a point 0.51 miles west of
Southwood Lane to the State Route 95/58
interchange; 1.95 miles total because of the
current construction project.

The Tennessee Department of
Transportation (TDOT) reviewed and
approved a request from roadway contractor,
G.W. Wyatt, to reduce the speed limit until
the project is completed, which is scheduled
for May 2012. TDOT’s recommendations
were based on their review of current traffic
volumes, existing speed limits along the
road section of SR 95, and the potential of
construction conflicts. The new speed limit
will not affect the last speed limit reduction
that took place in July 2009 along a portion
of SR 95 from Westover Drive to west of
the Rarity Oaks Subdivision. The entire
length of the construction project will have
a 45 mph speed limit for the duration of the
groj ect or until permanent signs are posted

ased on the design plans.

U.S. Department of Energy Oak Ridge
Office Cultural Resource Management
Coordinator Katatra Vasquez and City of
Oak Ridge Library Director Kathy McNeilly at
the National Trust for Historic Preservation
conference in Nashville. The conference
provided a forum to educate attendees
about the COROH project.



Public Works
2009 Equipment Rodeo

Mark Da

'Trevor*GiIIaher [

Public Works held their Annual Equipment Rodeo on
Oct. 2, 2009. The overall winners this year were Chris
Webb, Mark Daniel and Trevor Gallaher.

City Council members (standing, from left) are Mayor Pro Tem Jane Miller, Tom Hayes,
David Mosby, Ellen Smith, and (seated, from left) Anne Garcia Garland, Mayor Tom
Beehan, and Charlie Hensley.

Public Works
09 Equipment Rodeo
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Key Community Events

What’s Happening

m Tuesday, January 26,2010
National Park Service Open
House

As part of the Manhattan
Project Sites Special Resource
Study, the National Park Service
will host public open houses

to obtain public
input to evaluate
the suitability
and feasibility of
designating one
or more sites as units of the
National Park System. The open
houses are designed for the
public to drop-in and comment
and a brief presentation will be
made by NPS staff.

NAT! IUHAL

PARK
SERVICE

U.S. Department of Energy
Information Center

1-3p.m. & 6-8 p.m.

For more information, visit
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/
mapr

m Tuesday, February 2,2010
City Council’s Night Out

An informal meeting with City
Council Members to discuss
issues of concern to citizens.
Civic Center, A/B Rooms, 6-8 p.m.

m Tuesday, April 20,2010
City Council’s Night Out

An informal meeting with City
Council Members to discuss

issues of concern to citizens.
Civic Center, A/B Rooms 6-8 p.m.

m Saturday, April 24,2010
2010 Earth Day Festival

A free, family-friendly
celebration with the mission
to educate, encourage and
empower citizens to create a
sustainable community.

A.K. Bissell Park, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

m Monday, May 10 and May
24,2010

City Council Public Hearings

Pubic Hearings regarding

proposed budget for city and

schools.

Municipal Building, 6-9 p.m.

m Friday & Saturday, June
18-19, 2010

Secret City Festival

Share the secret of the award-

winning festival with the

entire family. The festival

promotes the history of the

City and unites its World War Il

heritage with the technological

advancements that are

ongoing within the City of Oak

Ridge.

A.K. Bissell Park

www.secretcityfestival.com
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City Phone Numbers City Council Members
Tom Beehan, Mayor
Police, Fire & Medical Emergency ......ccccceeeeceecrncencennnanees 911 tbeehan@cortn.org.....cccceeeeeieeirnieniencreniancnns 425-3432 / 483-4644 (h)
Electric EMErgency ...cccceeeeereeneneccerennennccesennenncsssennes 425-1803 Anne Garcia Garland
Public Works EMergency.....cccceceeeeceecrecrencenceenrancenes 425-1875 agarciagarland@cortn.org.....ccccceceeceenrnnnnnee. 425-3410/ 482-3294 (h)
Police or Fire NOn-Emergency....c.ccceeeeeecreecieeseannnes 425-4399 Tom Hayes
Billing Issues (Electric, Water, Sewer & Tax) ........... 425-3400 thayes@cortn.org.....ccccceerecrenceecrecceeceecrencenens 425-3410/ 483-3350 (h)
Animal Shelter .......uuuuuuieeeeneeeeeeeeieiiiiiiiini. 425-3423 Charlie Hensley
(]} 37 (XTI 3 oo oo OO 00000 425-3536 chensley@cortn.org.....cccceeeeeceerncencenrnnnneee 425-3410/ 482-6536 (h)
(] T -1 o N 425-3455 D. Jane Miller, Mayor Pro Tem
Recreation & Parks ......cccevuieeireireniencreninceecnennancnnes 425-3450 jmiller@cortn.org....cccoceceeeeiencencrncnncencrancanens 425-3410/ 482-9727 (h)
COARS cuvurrennniiinnnnniineeensassssssssssssssssssnssssssssssssssssssssss 425-3532 David N. Mosby
Employment Opportunities ....ccccceeeecrecrncencrenrancnnes 425-3564 dmosby@cortn.org ...ccccceeeeeenceeirnninncenniancanene 425-3410/ 482-4193 (h)
Waste CONNECtioNS....ueeiiiieeriiiiieeeensunssssssssssssnneeeens 482-3656 Ellen D. Smith
O ) G S 483-5300 esMith@cortn.org....ccccceevueieniencrenienceneancnnees 425-3410/ 483-3068 (h)
To e-mail all members of City Council simultaneously, use ccouncil@
cortn.org. The City Clerk’s Office, 425-3411, can reach City Council in an
emergency.

Manager’s Report
Reflections of a City Manager

ith  my

impending departure
I would like to share
some thoughts about
my tenure as City
Manager. | feel that
in the five and one
half years with the
City I benefited both
ersonally and professionally. On a personal
evel, the daily interaction with fellow
employees and residents has motivated
me to strive for a positive outlook on
life in general. This interaction helped
me understand that working together and
considering differences of opinion in
decision making will make you a better
person in your personal life. Also, living in
Oak Ridge placed me close to my sister and
brothers, allowing for contact with family
members on a regular basis that I had not
experienced for several years.
On a professional level, I have had the

James R. O’'Connor

privilege to work with some very qualified
and dedicated public servants, in bot% elected
and appointed positions. The individuals
who make up the City organization are
distinguished not only in their ability to
carry out their respective roles, but also
by the achievements they have made in
their respective career paths. The desire to
continue to seek knowledge and training
to meet the ever-changing demands of
the organization
is displayed in ¢
every department.
This part of the
organizational
culture allows for
the service quality
to continue at a
Veg high level for
Oak Ridgers. We were able to address new
initiatives such as sustainability and provide
knowledgeable leadership in meeting goals
set by City Council. At the same time,
our core services such as Police and Fire
continued to improve while addressing the

‘...the City of Oak Ridge

has a very bright future.

ever increasing demands from the public.
Working in a community with a very
educated and knowledgeable citizenry
helped me in developing a skill set and
showed that open decision making process
can benefit the community at large. Oak
Ridge residents not only request to be part of
the process, they demand it. This part of the
community culture is a valuable asset and
not necessarily enjoyed by all communities.
Oak Ridge has
been a great place to
live, work, and play.
Sherry and I have
enjoyed being part
of the community
and we believe the
City of Oak Rid%e
has a very bright
future. Thank you for the opportunity to
serve as City Manager. [ leave my job in the
very capable hands of Gary Cinder, who was
recently appointed Interim City Manager.
2010 will Ilj)e a great year for Oak Ridge.



Federal Projects
Deserve Our Support

s Oak Ridgers know, federal

projects have a significant

1mpact on our community.
On a recent trip to Washington to meet
with Congressman Zach Wamp and
other members of our congressional
delegation, I discussed the importance
of several current initiatives to our
future success.

The National Park Service (NPS)
will hold two public meetings in
Oak Ridge on Tuesday, Jan. 26 at
1 p.m. and 6 p.m. at the DOE Public
Information Center to present its
draft recommendations regarding the
possible formation of a Manhattan
Project National Park Unit. City

in the federal budget
to complete the job in
Oak Ridge. Additional
information can be
viewed at http://www.
oakridge.doe.gov. The
success of these projects
will help ensure a vibrant | Mayor
future for Oak Ridge. Tom Beehan

On a final note, I
join City Council in welcoming
Gary Cinder as Interim City Manger.
Gary is a long-time member of the
Oak Ridge community. He brings a
wealth of experience in Oak Ridge
city governance and we look forward
to working with him.
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Council urges citizens to attend these
meetings to support the inclusion of
Oak Ridge in the proposal, which
will be submitted to Congress for
consideration. See http://parkplanning.
nps.gov/mapr for more information.

In addition, the National Nuclear
Security Administration is accepting
comments through Jan. 29, 2010 on
the Draft Site-Wide Environmental
Impact Statement for the Y-12
National Security Complex. City
Council adopted a resolution in
support of the preferred alternative,
which includes the construction of a
new Uranium Processing Facility and
a Command Control Center at Y-12.
Please take a few minutes and extend
your support by submitting a comment
electronically at http://www.y12sweis.
com/contact.html.

Finally, the Department of Energy
has been fortunate to receive American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act
funding to invest in jobs and projects
that support the cleanup mission
in Oak Ridge. It is vital, however,
that the environmental management
program receives sufficient funding

(picture above) DOE Assistant Secretary for Environmental
Management Dr. Ines Triay, and Oak Ridge Mayor Tom Beehan
meeting in Washington D.C.

(picture left) Congressman Zach Wamp and Oak Ridge Mayor
Tom Beehan met in Washington D.C. in early December to discuss
current initiatives vital to Oak Ridge’s progress.

> -

L

Please Recycle



