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STATE OF THE YOUTH ADDRESS


Good evening, Mr. Mayor, members of City Council, distinguished guests and fellow citizens of Oak Ridge!  My name is Shannon Mullane and I am the Chairperson of the Oak Ridge Youth Advisory Board.  It is my pleasure to come before you tonight to deliver the State of the Youth Address.


For those of you who don’t know, the Board was created in 1991 and its mission is to provide ongoing and direct input on government policies and practices that may affect teenagers.  The YAB fosters relationships with the youth and acts as a communication link between our local government and the young people of Oak Ridge.  We also promote and give recognition to the contributions of students in our community.   The State of the Youth Address is our chance to review the events of the year and address the concerns and opinions of the youth of Oak Ridge.


I will begin with a brief overview of the goals, events, and changes made during the 2008-2009 term of the Youth Advisory Board.  


Every year the YAB aims to sponsor recreational and educational activities for students, offer volunteer services to the community, and to focus on communication within the Board, with ORHS, and with City Council.   


With every event, the YAB seeks to improve and work out any problems with the format and execution of that event.  This year, some of our most successful recreational events were the Battle of the Bands, Graduation Celebration, Breakfast with Santa, and the Sr. Division Dodgeball tournament.   Graduation Celebration hosted 83% of the ORHS Class of 2009 and the youth liked the Dodgeball tournament so much that we have scheduled another one for July 25.


Our educational events included CPR and First Aid certification programs, a TWA Boating/Jetski certification class, and a Kid of the Month program at the Boys and Girls Club.  This program rewarded kids for participating in tutoring and resulted in a 35% increase of the children attending the Boys and Girls Club tutoring program.   Through these activities, the YAB continues to offer educational opportunities to the citizens of Oak Ridge


The YAB also seeks to help our community by sponsoring the Halloween Party at the Civic Center, Angel Tree, the Global Gear Drive, and initiating a recycling program at the Civic Center.   We have donated to Angel Tree for the past 4 years and to the Global Gear Drive for 3 years.  The Halloween party is a free event for the public that has been going on for over two decades.  For the first time since the party began, a new “Glow Room” for teens was offered at the Halloween Party, hosted by the board.  The YAB recycling containers at the Oak Ridge Civic Center are emptied twice per week and have already saved over 100 bags of trash from entering the landfill.


We are very proud of the success that our programs have seen and hope to increase their beneficial impact on our community through more vigorous advertising and communication with the public, the high school, and the City Council.   Facebook has been an integral resource for advertising for our events and getting the youth’s opinions on current events in the City of Oak Ridge.   We hope to work with the high school more in the future through the student council, and to continue our work sessions with the City Council.  


The Youth Advisory Board also created a student survey to gain insight into the youth’s perception of Oak Ridge during the past year.  From this survey, we found that students generally feel safe in their Oak Ridge neighborhoods, but they also feel like there is no place to hang out with friends, and they are far too busy for fun anyway.  In an additional question on the survey, 58% of students feel that building a bridge is the best solution for crossing the turnpike from the high school during the hectic after school traffic.  When asked about the Turnpike exit from the high school, 43% of students felt that widening Tulane Ave. to allow cars to turn right or left out of the lot was the best way to fix the traffic backup in the parking lot.  55% of Oak Ridge youth surveyed also favor development along Melton Lake Drive that would add a new boathouse, restaurants, shops, and boat rentals to the area.  In October of 2008, the City YAB voted in unanimous support to the marina development proposal submitted by R&R Enterprises.  68% of students surveyed also said that they wished to see new retail development in the mall.  Lastly, when asked about which YAB/City events they would attend, the Battle of the Bands was the most popular event chosen by 73% of students.


This survey gives key insight into the concerns of the youth and where they would like to see Oak Ridge headed in the future.  As the link between youth and the city, it is the Youth Advisory Boards job to address these concerns and answer questions.  For example, why isn’t the mall being developed?  Would building a bridge even be possible for the city?  Is the Melton Lake development still being considered?  Most students don’t know about the legal rules and requirements that the city faces with these issues.  Nevertheless, they are still interested in when, or if, these projects will be completed.  


Therefore, from the information that the Youth Advisory Board has gathered, it seems as though the youth appreciates the safety and excellent school system that Oak Ridge offers, but hopes to have a larger variety of possible recreational activities in the future.   


At this time, I would like to thank the City Council on behalf of the Board for their continued support of the YAB.  This organization gives voice to the youth, and for the people who serve on the board, it provides incredible experiences that build leadership, teamwork, and decision-making skills.  Through this board, YAB members have been able to meet state and local officials, such as Governor Bredesen on our trip to Nashville, and to learn about different levels of government.  I would also like to thank Council for their continued support of Oak Ridge Schools.  Public school students in Oak Ridge are blessed to have such great opportunities to learn, make a difference, and get involved in their community through the school system.  


The new term of YAB begins on August 1, 2009, and any council member or citizen who wishes to get involved with the Board is welcome to attend our meetings.  Regularly scheduled meetings will be posted in the Oak Ridger as those meeting dates and times are set by the newly elected YAB.


I would love to answer any questions that you may have at this time about this report.  We would also love to hear your ideas on the future direction of the City Youth Advisory Board.  Thank you!

Shannon Mullane

Chairperson of the Youth Advisory Board

