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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISORY BOARD

APPROVED   MINUTES
Thursday, March 1, 2007

Members Present:
Jimmy Groton




Jim Hart




Tyler Johnson




Liyuan Liang 

Ellen Smith




Al Skyberg

Members Absent:
Chuck Agle 
Rachel Anderson



Bernadette Riemer

City Staff:

None in attendance
Guests/Visitors:

Mack Bailey, Oak Ridge Fire Department

Mark Belvin, DOE
A.
Call to Order


The meeting was called to order at 7:37 p.m. 

1.
Introduction of EQAB members and recognition of visitors

a. Ellen announced that we have a new EQAB member, Kimberley Ross. She was not able to attend the meeting.
2.
Recognition of Recording Secretary:  Jimmy Groton

3.
Amendments to the Agenda – Item C of the agenda was moved up ahead of Item B.

4.
Announcements 

B.
Approval of Minutes from February 1, 2007


After review of the draft minutes from January 4, 2007, which were made available at the meeting, Tyler Johnson moved to approve the minutes.  Al Skyberg seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously with no abstentions or opposition.

C.
Presentations

Mack Bailey, Chief of the Oak Ridge Fire Department 
Mack Bailey gave an overview of the Oak Ridge Fire Department’s status for fighting structural and wild fires. He had recently returned from a meeting with various entities engaged in structural fire suppression or wild fire suppression. Most agencies have training and equipment to deal with one or the other type, but none are trained and equipped to do both. His presentation was particularly timely since recent fires in Sevier and Blount Counties that started as wildfires involved several houses and cabins in resort areas near the Smokies. Oak Ridge is in a unique situation since we have areas of dense housing and large areas of forest within the city. Oak Ridge has been lucky not to have had any bad fires in the forested greenbelts, although there have been occasional brush fires in some areas. Fortunately none of these have become large or particularly dangerous. DOE recently entered into an agreement with the Tennessee Division of Forestry (TDF) whereby TDF will be responsible for wild fire control on the ORR. 
D.
High School Representatives (Rachel Anderson; Bernadette Riemer)

1. Plans for ORHS Goes Green public education event — No report.

E.
Report on DOE-related matters (from EQAB Regulatory Oversight Committee and DOE representative Mark Belvin)

1. A Scoping Meeting for the Global Nuclear Energy Partnership (GNEP) Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement will be held on February 13, 2007 in Oak Ridge.

2. DOE is working on the budgets for FY2008 programs.
F.
Communications

1. Tennessee Division of Forestry, Urban and Community Forestry Grant Information and Application Package
2. Tennessee Exotic Pest Plant Council Annual Symposium Flier.
3. Guest Editorial: Local Government Environmental Advisory Boards; James Harless, Drinking Water and Backflow Prevention, February 2007.
4. Public Notice; Notice of Class 1 Modification of the Hazardous Waste Permit for the Oak Ridge National Laboratory.

5. Permit Renewal Application and Public Meeting for the Tennessee Hazardous Waste Management Act Permit TNHW-097 at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory.

6. ETEBA News; February 1, 2007.

7. ORSSAB Advocate; January 2007.
G.
Staff Report

No staff report was available


H.
Planning Commission (Chuck Agle)  — No report.
I.
Reports on Committee Activities and External Organizations

1.
Regulatory Oversight (items not covered under E) (Ellen Smith, Chair)

a.
Local Oversight Committee (LOC; Ellen Smith)— No report.

b.
LOC CAP (Al Skyberg) – No report

c.
Stewardship Team (Tyler Johnson) – Stewardship Committee meets on the third Tuesday of each month. Tyler’s schedule for the next few months is such that he will most likely be unable to attend any stewardship meetings. He is seeking volunteers to sit in for him at the stewardship meetings.
2.
Resource Conservation and Management 

a.
Anderson County solid waste activities  - No report

b. Keep Anderson Beautiful – Ellen reported that the group had training scheduled for March 29, 2007.
c. Melton Lake shore condition – No report

d. Big Turtle Park beaver pond water level – Ellen reported that the water level in the beaver pond seemed to be much lower. She said that the leveler was apparently working correctly.. 

e. Coyotes – Liyuan wrote a very nice article about coyotes. She will send an electronic version of the article around for comments and suggestions.

3.
Urban Design (Tyler Johnson, Chair)


a.
Environmental Quality Award


Tyler will assemble this year’s committee to review nominations. It was noted that Dogwood Arts will participate in Oak Ridge this year.
b.
Alexander Inn (citizen expressed concern to EQAB) — Jim Hart reported on the situation at the Alexander Inn. Al agreed to contact Tim Ward to see what the city can do to encourage the current owner to make necessary repairs to the inn. EQAB may consider writing a letter with recommendations to City Council
4.
Greenbelts & Open Space (Jimmy Groton, Chair)

a.
Greenways Oak Ridge – Jon Hetrick will lead an excursion to explore the proposed route for Phase IV of the Melton Lake Greenway. Phase IV would connect Haw Ridge Park and Solway Park into the Greenway system. The Melton Lake Greenway currently extends from Oak Ridge Turnpike to the Edgemoor Bridge.
K.
 Unfinished Business

1.
Annual Report – Still no report; Jimmy is still waiting for Chuck to provide the April 2006 minutes

L.
New Business

M.
Adjournment


The meeting adjourned around 9:35 p.m.
Respectfully prepared and submitted by

Jimmy Groton, EQAB Secretary
